Report on the DLIS Drupal Librarian Session

The University of the West Indies (UWI) Department of Library and Information Studies (Mona Campus) arranged a session with members of Drupal Jamaica for Librarians for May 19, 2010 at 6:15 PM. It is an informal session held at the Department's Seminar room. Admission for the session was free!

The Agenda included a session of introduction of librarians to some of the members of Drupal Jamaica group, as well as the rationale for the session. 

This was then followed by presentations on the Drupal content management system which aimed at introducing the participants of the Jamaican librarian community to the system, who may not be familiar with what it is. Also covered in the session were presentation by Drupal users and developers that indicated what they have been using Drupal for, with a demonstration of some examples of Drupal projects. The benefits or advantages of using Drupal were also discussed. Very little exchange of ideas on how Drupal can be used for libraries took place at eh meeting, which was concluded by 8 PM.

Approximately nine persons were present including the two presenters. Of that total only six signed the register. The presenters were Rohan Smith (a Computing Student at UWI and an independent Drupal developer) and Yannick Lyn Fatt, a representative of the Mona and Information Technology Services (MITS) at UWI.

Additionally, I would like to add some information as to the nature f the presentation. The presenters began with the history of Web development dealing with how people used to create content for the web and developed websites. The speakers then went on to discuss how content management system has changed this, going on to make comparison of the three most popular open source content management systems, Drupal, Word Press and Joomla. They also differentiated Drupal from the competitors and provided information about some of the organizations including governments that are using Drupal.

The presenters also talked a little about the founder’s background and why the founder created Drupal. A number of questions posed by the library community were also answered. Sites of interests were demonstrated and librarians were shown and directed to where they could experiment, find more information and explore Drupal on their own.

At the end of the session a list of resources (all web-based hyperlinks) were compiled and emailed to participants. 

Participants were also welcomed to join the larger Drupal community, the Drupal Jamaica group and the larger librarian Drupal community.
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